
 1 

ENABLING LEGISLATION* FOR 
VIRGINIA INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES AGENCY 

 
Sections 2.2-2005 through 2.2-2032 of Chapter 20.1 

of Title 2.2 of the Code of Virginia 
 
 

Section General Provisions Page Number 
2.2-2005  Creation of Agency; appointment of Chief Information 

Officer 
3 

2.2-2006  Definitions  3-4 
   
Section CIO Page Number 
2.2-2007  Powers of the CIO  4-6 
2.2-2008  Additional duties of the CIO relating to project 

management 
6-7 

2.2-2009  Additional duties of the CIO relating to security of 
government database  

7-8 

   
Section VITA Page Number 
2.2-2010  Additional powers of VITA  8-9 
2.2-2011  Additional powers and duties relating to 

communications services and telecommunications 
facilities 

9-10 

2.2-2012  Procurement of information technology and 
telecommunications goods and services  

10-11 

2.2-2013  Internal service funds; Automated Services Internal 
Service Fund; Computer Services Internal Service 
Fund; Telecommunication Services Internal Service 
Fund  

11-12 

2.2-2014  Submission of information technology plans by state 
agencies and public institutions of higher education; 
designation of technology resource 

12 

2.2-2015  Authority of CIO to modify or suspend major 
information technology projects; project termination  

12 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 2 

Section Division of Project Management  Page Number 
2.2-2016  Division of Project Management established  13 
2.2-2017  Powers and duties of the Division  13 
2.2-2018  Project planning approval  14 
2.2-2019  Project development approval  14 
2.2-2020  Procurement approval for major information 

technology projects  
14 

2.2-2021  Project oversight  14-15 
   
Section Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund  Page Number 
2.2-2022  Definitions; purpose  15 
2.2-2023  Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund created; 

contributions  
15-16 

2.2-2024  Annual plan; allowable uses of Fund  16 
   
Section Geographic Information Network Division  

(VGIN Advisory Board) 
Page Number 

2.2-2025  Definitions  16 
2.2-2026  Geographic Information Network Division established  17 
2.2-2027  Powers and duties of the Division; Division 

coordinator 
17-18 

2.2-2028  GIS Fund created  19 
2.2-2029  Additional powers and duties of the CIO  19 
2.2-2030  Nonstock corporation to assist in the development of 

GIS data 
19 

   
Section Division of Public Safety Communications 

(Wireless E-911 Services Board) 
Page Number 

2.2-2031  Division of Public Safety Communications 
established; appointment of Virginia Public Safety 
Communications Coordinator; duties of Division  

19-20 

   
Section Virginia Information Providers Network 

(VIPNet)  
Page Number 

2.2-2032  Virginia Information Providers Network established; 
purpose  

20 

   
 Miscellaneous Page Number 
 Enactment Clauses, 2003 VITA Enabling Legislation 21-22 
 



 3 

General Provisions 
 
§ 2.2-2005. Creation of Agency; appointment of Chief Information Officer.  
 
A. There is hereby created the Virginia Information Technologies Agency (VITA), 
which shall serve as the agency responsible for administration and enforcement 
of the provisions of this Chapter and the rules and policies of the Board.  
 
B. The Board shall appoint a Chief Information Officer (the CIO) as the chief 
administrative officer of the Board to oversee the operation of VITA. The CIO 
shall be employed under special contract for a term of five years and shall, under 
the direction and control of the Board, exercise the powers and perform the 
duties conferred or imposed upon him by law and perform such other duties as 
may be required by the Board.  
 
§ 2.2-2006. Definitions.  
 
As used in this chapter:  
 
"Board" means the Information Technology Investment Board created in § 2.2-
2457.  
 
"Communications services" includes telecommunications services, automated 
data processing services, and management information systems that serve the 
needs of state agencies and institutions.  
 
"Information technology" means telecommunications, automated data 
processing, databases, the Internet, management information systems, and 
related information, equipment, goods, and services. It is in the interest of the 
Commonwealth that its public institutions of higher education in Virginia be in the 
forefront of developments in technology. Therefore, the provisions of this chapter 
shall not be construed to hamper the pursuit of the missions of the institutions in 
instruction and research.  
 
"Major information technology project" means any state agency information 
technology project that (i) is mission-critical, (ii) has statewide application, or (iii) 
has a total estimated cost of more than $1 million.  
 
"Noncommercial telecommunications entity" means any public broadcasting 
station as defined in § 2.2-2427.  
 
"Public telecommunications entity" means any public broadcasting station as 
defined in § 2.2-2427.  
 
"Public telecommunications facilities" means all apparatus, equipment and 
material necessary for or associated in any way with public broadcasting stations 
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or public broadcasting services as those terms are defined in § 2.2-2427, 
including the buildings and structures necessary to house such apparatus, 
equipment and material, and the necessary land for the purpose of providing 
public broadcasting services, but not telecommunications services.  
 
"Public telecommunications services" means public broadcasting services as 
defined in § 2.2-2427.  
 
"Secretary" means the Secretary of Technology.  
 
"State agency" or "agency" means any agency, institution, board, bureau, 
commission, council, or instrumentality of state government in the executive 
branch listed in the appropriation act. However, the terms "state agency," 
"agency," "institution," "public body," and "public institution of higher education," 
shall not include the University of Virginia Medical Center.  
 
"Telecommunications" means any origination, transmission, emission, or 
reception of signs, signals, writings, images, and sounds or intelligence of any 
nature, by wire, radio, television, optical, or other electromagnetic systems.  
 
"Telecommunications facilities" means apparatus necessary or useful in the 
production, distribution, or interconnection of electronic communications for state 
agencies or institutions including the buildings and structures necessary to house 
such apparatus and the necessary land.  
 

CIO 
 
§ 2.2-2007. Powers of the CIO.  
 
A. In addition to such other duties as the Board may assign, the CIO shall:  
 
1. Monitor trends and advances in information technology; develop a 
comprehensive, statewide, four-year strategic plan for information technology to 
include specific projects that implement the plan; and plan for the acquisition, 
management, and use of information technology by state agencies. The 
statewide plan shall be updated annually and submitted to the Board for 
approval. In developing and updating the plan, the CIO shall consider the advice 
and recommendations of the Council on Technology Services created pursuant 
to § 2.2-2651.  
 
2. Direct the formulation and promulgation of policies, guidelines, standards, and 
specifications for the purchase, development, and maintenance of information 
technology for state agencies, including, but not limited to, those (i) required to 
support state and local government exchange, acquisition, storage, use, sharing, 
and distribution of geographic or base map data and related technologies, (ii) 
concerned with the development of electronic transactions including the use of 
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electronic signatures as provided in § 59.1-496, and (iii) necessary to support a 
unified approach to information technology across the totality of state 
government, thereby assuring that the citizens and businesses of the 
Commonwealth receive the greatest possible security, value, and convenience 
from investments made in technology.  
 
3. Direct the development of policies and procedures, in consultation with the 
Department of Planning and Budget, that are integrated into the 
Commonwealth's strategic planning and performance budgeting processes, and 
that state agencies and public institutions of higher education shall follow in 
developing information technology plans and technology-related budget 
requests. Such policies and procedures shall require consideration of the 
contribution of current and proposed technology expenditures to the support of 
agency and institution priority functional activities, as well as current and future 
operating expenses, and shall be utilized by all state agencies and public 
institutions of higher education in preparing budget requests.  
 
4. Review budget requests for information technology from state agencies and 
public institutions of higher education and recommend budget priorities to the 
Information Technology Investment Board.  
This review shall include, but not be limited to, all data processing or other 
related projects for amounts exceeding $100,000 in which the agency or 
institution has entered into or plans to enter into a contract, agreement or other 
financing agreement or such other arrangement that requires that the 
Commonwealth either pay for the contract by foregoing revenue collections, or 
allows or assigns to another party the collection on behalf of or for the 
Commonwealth any fees, charges, or other assessments or revenues to pay for 
the project. For each project, the agency or institution shall provide the CIO (i) a 
summary of the terms, (ii) the anticipated duration, and (iii) the cost or charges to 
any user, whether a state agency or institution or other party not directly a party 
to the project arrangements. The  description shall also include any terms or 
conditions that bind the Commonwealth or restrict the Commonwealth's 
operations and the methods of procurement employed to reach such terms.  
 
5. Direct the development of policies and procedures for the effecti ve 
management of information technology investments throughout their entire life 
cycles, including, but not limited to, project definition, procurement, development, 
implementation, operation, performance evaluation, and enhancement or 
retirement. Such policies and procedures shall include, at a minimum, the 
periodic review by the CIO of agency and public institution of higher education 
information technology projects estimated to cost $1 million or more or deemed 
to be mission-critical or of statewide application by the CIO.  
 
6. Oversee and administer the Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund created 
pursuant to § 2.2-2023.  
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7. Periodically evaluate the feasibility of outsourcing information technology 
resources and services, and outsource those resources and services that are 
feasible and beneficial to the Commonwealth.  
 
8. Report annually to the Governor and the Joint Commission on Technology and 
Science created pursuant to § 30-85 on the use and application of information 
technology by state agencies and public institutions of higher education to 
increase economic efficiency, citizen convenience, and public access to state 
government.  
 
9. Direct the development of policies and procedures that require VITA to review 
information technology projects proposed by state agencies and institutions 
exceeding $100,000, and recommend whether such projects be approved or 
disapproved. The CIO shall disapprove projects between $100,000 and $1 
million that do not conform to the statewide information plan or to the individual 
plans of state agencies or institutions of higher education.  
 
B. Consistent with § 2.2-2012, the CIO may enter into public-private partnership 
contracts to finance or implement information technology programs and projects. 
The CIO may issue a request for information to seek out potential private 
partners interested in providing programs or projects pursuant to an agreement 
under this subsection. The compensation for such services shall be computed 
with reference to and paid from the increased revenue or cost savings 
attributable to the successful implementation of the program or project for the 
period specified in the contract. The CIO shall be responsible for reviewing and 
approving the programs and projects and the terms of contracts for same under 
this subsection. The CIO shall determine annually the total amount of increased 
revenue or cost savings attributable to the successful implementation of a 
program or project under this subsection and such amount shall be deposited in 
the Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund created in § 2.2-2023. The CIO is 
authorized to use moneys deposited in the Fund to pay private partners pursuant 
to the terms of contracts under this subsection. All moneys in excess of that 
required to be paid to private partners, as determined by the CIO, shall be 
reported to the Comptroller and retained in the Fund. The CIO shall prepare an 
annual report to the Governor and General Assembly on all contracts under this 
subsection, describing each information technology program or project, its 
progress, revenue impact, and such other information as may be relevant.  
 
§ 2.2-2008. Additional duties of the CIO relating to project management.  
 
The CIO shall have the following duties relating to the management of 
information technology projects:  
 
1. Develop an approval process for proposed major information technology 
projects by state agencies to ensure that all such projects conform to the 
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statewide information management plan and the information management plans 
of agencies and public institutions of higher education.  
 
2. Establish a methodology for conceiving, planning, scheduling and providing 
appropriate oversight for information technology projects including a process for 
approving the planning, development and procurement of information technology 
projects. Such methodology shall include guidelines for the establishment of 
appropriate oversight for information technology projects.  
 
3. Establish minimum qualifications and training standards for project managers.  
 
4. Review and approve all procurement solicitations involving major information 
technology projects.  
 
5. Direct the development of any statewide or multiagency enterprise project.  
 
6. Develop and update a project management methodology to be used by 
agencies in the development of information technology.  
 
7. Establish an information clearinghouse that identifies best practices and new 
developments and contains detailed information regarding the Commonwealth's 
previous experiences with the development of major information technology 
projects.  
 
§ 2.2-2009. Additional duties of the CIO relating to security of government 
database.  
 
A. To ensure the security of state government databases and data 
communications from unauthorized uses, intrusions or other security threats, the 
CIO shall direct the development of policies, procedures and standards for 
assessing security risks, determining the appropriate security measures and 
performing security audits of government databases and data communications. 
At a minimum, these policies, procedures and standards shall address the scope 
of security audits and which public bodies are authorized to conduct security 
audits. In developing and updating such policies, procedures and standards, the 
CIO shall consider, at a minimum, the advice and recommendations of the 
Council on Technology Services created pursuant to § 2.2-2651.  
 
B. The CIO shall designate a government entity to oversee, plan and coordinate 
the conduct of periodic security audits of all executive branch agencies and 
institutions of higher education regarding the protection of government databases 
and data communications.  
 
1. Security audits may include, but are not limited to, on-site audits as well as 
reviews of all written security procedures.  
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2. The designated entity may contract with a private firm or firms that specialize 
in conducting such audits subject to approval of the CIO.  
 
C. All public bodies subject to such audits as required by this section shall fully 
cooperate with the entity designated to perform such audits.  
 
D. The provisions of this section shall not infringe upon responsibilities assigned 
to the Comptroller, the Auditor of Public Accounts, or the Joint Legislative Audit 
and Review Commission by other provisions of the Code of Virginia.  

E. (Effective January 1, 2005) The CIO shall promptly receive reports from 
directors of departments in the executive branch of state government made in 
accordance with § 2.2-603 and shall take such actions as are necessary, 
convenient or desirable to ensure the security of the Commonwealth's databases 
and data communications.  

 
VITA 

 
§ 2.2-2010. Additional powers of VITA.  
 
VITA shall have the following additional powers which, with the approval of the 
CIO, may be exercised by a division of VITA with respect to matters assigned to 
that division:  
 
1. Prescribe regulations  necessary or incidental to the performance of duties or 
execution of powers conferred under this chapter.  
 
2. Plan and forecast future needs for information technology and conduct studies 
and surveys of organizational structures and best management practices of 
information technology systems and procedures.  
 
3. Assist state agencies and public institutions of higher education in the 
development of information management plans and the preparation of budget 
requests for information technology that are consistent with the policies and 
procedures developed pursuant to § 2.2-2007.  
 
4. Develop and adopt policies, standards, and guidelines for managing 
information technology by state agencies and institutions.  
 
5. Develop and adopt policies, standards, and guidelines for the procurement of 
information technology and telecommunications goods and services of every 
description for state agencies.  
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6. Direct the establishment of statewide standards for the efficient exchange of 
electronic information and technology, including infrastructure, between the 
public and private sectors in the Commonwealth.  
 
7. Direct the compilation and maintenance of an inventory of information 
technology, including, but not limited to, personnel, facilities, equipment, goods, 
and contracts for services.  
 
8. Develop statewide technical and data standards for information technology 
and related systems to promote efficiency and uniformity.  
 
9. Evaluate the needs of agencies in the Commonwealth with regard to (i) a 
consistent, reliable, and secure information technology infrastructure, (ii) existing 
capabilities with regard to building and supporting that infrastructure, and (iii) 
recommended approaches to ensure the future development, maintenance, and 
financing of an information technology infrastructure befitting the needs of state 
agencies and the service level requirements of its citizens.  
 
10. Establish fee schedules that shall be collectible from users when general 
fund appropriations are not applicable to the services rendered.  
 
§ 2.2-2011. Additional powers and duties relating to communications 
services and telecommunications facilities.  
 
A. VITA shall have the following additional powers and duties concerning the 
planning, budgeting, acquiring, using, and disposing of communications goods 
and services:  
 
1. Formulate specifications for telecommunications, automated data processing, 
and management information systems;  
 
2. Analyze and approve all procurements of interconnective telecommunications 
facilities, telephones, automated data processing, and other communications 
equipment and goods;  
 
3. Review and approve all agreements and contracts for communications 
services prior to execution between a state agency and another public or private 
agency;  
 
4. Develop and administer a system to monitor and evaluate executed contracts 
and billing and collection systems; and  
 
5. Exempt from review requirements, but not from the Commonwealth's 
competitive procurement process, any state agency that establishes, to the 
satisfaction of VITA, (i) its ability and willingness to administer efficiently and 
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effectively the procurement of communications services or (ii) that it has been 
subjected to another review process coordinated through or approved by VITA.  
 
B. VITA shall have the following powers and duties concerning the development, 
operation and management of communications services:  
 
1. Manage and coordinate the various telecommunications facilities and 
communications services, centers, and operations used by the Commonwealth;  
 
2. Acquire, lease, or construct such facilities and equipment as necessary to 
deliver comprehensive communications services, and to maintain such facilities 
and equipment owned or leased;  
 
3. Provide technical assistance to state agencies in such areas as: (i) designing 
management information systems; (ii) performing systems development services, 
including design, application programming, and maintenance; (iii) conducting 
research and sponsoring demonstration projects pertaining to all facets of 
telecommunications and communications services; (iv) effecting economies in 
telephone systems and equipment; and (v) planning and forecasting for future 
needs in communications services; and  
 
4. Develop and implement information, billing, and collections systems that will 
aid state agencies in forecasting their needs and managing their operations.  
 
§ 2.2-2012. Procurement of information technology and 
telecommunications goods and services; computer equipment to be based 
on performance-based specifications.  
 
A. Information technology and telecommunications goods and services of every 
description shall be procured by (i) VITA for its own benefit or on behalf of other 
state agencies and institutions or (ii) such other agencies or institutions to the 
extent authorized by VITA. Such procurements shall be made in accordance with 
the Virginia Public Procurement Act (§ 2.2-4300 et seq.), regulations that 
implement the electronic and information technology accessibility standards of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. §/n 794d), as amended, and any 
regulations as may be prescribed by VITA. In no case shall such procurements 
exceed the requirements of the regulations that implement the electronic and 
information technology accessibility standards of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
as amended.  
The CIO shall disapprove any procurement that does not conform to the 
statewide information technology plan or to the individual plans of state agencies 
or public institutions of higher education.  
 
B. All statewide contracts and agreements made and entered into by VITA for the 
purchase of communications services, telecommunications facilities, and 
information technology goods and services shall provide for the inclusion of 
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counties, cities, and towns in such contracts and agreements. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of § 2.2-4301, VITA may enter into multiple vendor contracts for 
the referenced services, facilities, and goods and services.  
 
B1. The Department may establish contracts for the purchase of personal 
computers and related devices by licensed teachers employed in a full-time 
teaching capacity in Virginia public schools or in state educational facilities for 
use outside the classroom. The computers and related devices shall not be 
purchased with public funds, but shall be paid for and owned by teachers 
individually provided that no more than one such computer and related device 
per year shall be so purchased.  
 
C. If VITA, or any agency or institution authorized by VITA, elects to procure 
personal computers and related peripheral equipment pursuant to any type of 
blanket purchasing arrangement under which public bodies, as defined in § 2.2-
4301, may purchase such goods from any vendor following competitive 
procurement but without the conduct of an individual procurement by or for the 
using agency or institution, it shall establish performance-based specifications for 
the selection of equipment. Establishment of such contracts shall emphasize 
performance criteria including price, quality, and delivery without regard to "brand 
name." All vendors meeting the Commonwealth's performance requirements 
shall be afforded the opportunity to compete for such contracts.  
 
D. This section shall not be construed or applied so as to infringe upon, in any 
manner, the responsibilities for accounting systems assigned to the Comptroller 
under § 2.2-803.  
 
§ 2.2-2013. Internal service funds; Automated Services Internal Service 
Fund; Computer Services Internal Service Fund; Telecommunication 
Services Internal Service Fund.  
 
A. There are established the following internal service funds to be administered 
by VITA:  
 
1. The Automated Services Internal Service Fund to be used to finance 
automated systems design, development and testing services and staff of VITA;  
 
2. The Computer Services Internal Service Fund to be used to finance computer 
operations and staff of VITA; and  
 
3. The Telecommunication Services Internal Service Fund to be used to finance 
telecommunications operations and staff of VITA.  
 
B. There is established the Acquisition Services Special Fund to be administered 
by VITA and used to finance procurement and contracting activities and 
programs unallowable for federal fund reimbursement.  
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C. All users of services provided for in this chapter administered by VITA shall be 
assessed a surcharge, which shall be deposited in the appropriate fund. This 
charge shall be an amount sufficient to allow VITA to finance the operations and 
staff of the services offered.  
 
D. Additional moneys necessary to establish these funds or provide for the 
administration of the activities of VITA may be advanced from the general 
account of the state treasury.  
 
§ 2.2-2014. Submission of information technology plans by state agencies 
and public institutions of higher education; designation of technology 
resource.  
 
A. All state agencies and public institutions of higher education shall prepare and 
submit information technology plans to the CIO for review and approval. All state 
agencies and public institutions of higher education shall maintain current 
information technology plans that have been approved by the CIO.  
 
B. The head of each state agency shall designate an existing employee to be the 
agency's information technology resource who shall be responsible for 
compliance with the procedures, policies, and guidelines established by the CIO.  
 
§ 2.2-2015. Authority of CIO to modify or suspend major information 
technology projects; project termination.  
 
The CIO may direct the modification or suspension of any major information 
technology project that, as the result of a periodic review authorized by 
subdivision 5 of subsection A of § 2.2-2007, has not met the performance 
measures agreed to by the CIO and the sponsoring agency or public institution of 
higher education or if he otherwise deems such action appropriate and consistent 
with the terms of any affected contracts. The CIO may recommend to the Board 
the termination of such project. Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
supersede the responsibility of a board of visitors for the management and 
operation of a public institution of higher education.  
 
The provisions of this section shall not apply to research projects, research 
initiatives or instructional programs at public institutions of higher education. 
However, technology investments in research projects, research initiatives or 
instructional programs at such ins titutions estimated to cost $1 million or more of 
general fund appropriations may be reviewed as provided in subdivision 5 of 
subsection A of § 2.2-2007 if the projects are deemed mission-critical by the 
institution or of statewide application by the CIO. The CIO and the Secretary of 
Education, in consultation with public institutions of higher education, shall 
develop and provide to such institution criteria to be used in determining whether 
projects are mission-critical.  
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Division of Project Management 

 
§ 2.2-2016. Division of Project Management established.  
 
There is established within VITA a Division of Project Management (the Division). 
The Division shall exercise the powers and duties conferred in this article.  
 
§ 2.2-2017. Powers and duties of the Division.  
 
The Division shall have the power and duty to:  
 
1. Implement the approval process for information technology projects developed 
in accordance with § 2.2-2008;  
 
2. Assist the CIO in the development and implementation of a project 
management methodology to be used in the development of and implementation 
of information technology projects in accordance with this article;  
 
3. Provide ongoing assistance and support to state agencies and public 
institutions of higher education in the development of information technology 
projects;  
 
4. Establish a program providing cost-effective training to agency project 
managers;  
 
5. Review information management and information technology plans submitted 
by agencies and public institutions of higher education and recommend to the 
CIO the approval of such plans and any amendments thereto;  
 
6. Monitor the implementation of information management and information 
technology plans and periodically report its findings to the CIO;  
 
7. Assign project management specialists to review and recommend information 
technology proposals based on criteria developed by the Division based on the 
(i) degree to which the project is consistent with the Commonwealth's overall 
strategic plan; (ii) technical feasibility of the project; (iii) benefits to the 
Commonwealth of the project, including customer service improvements; (iv) 
risks associated with the project; (v) continued funding requirements; and (vi) 
past performance by the agency on other projects; and  
 
8. Provide oversight for state agency information technology projects.  
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§ 2.2-2018. Project planning approval.  
 
A. Prior to proceeding with any major information technology project, an agency 
shall submit to the Division a project proposal, outlining the business need for the 
project, the proposed technology solution, if known, and an explanation of how 
the project would support the agency's business objectives and the 
Commonwealth's information technology plan. The project management 
specialist may require the submission of additional information if needed to 
adequately review any such proposal.  
 
B. The project management specialist shall review the proposal and recommend 
its approval or rejection to the CIO.  
 
§ 2.2-2019. Project development approval.  
 
A. Upon approval of the CIO of the project plan, an agency shall submit to the 
Division a project development proposal containing (i) a detailed business case 
including a cost-benefit analysis; (ii) a business process analysis, if applicable; 
(iii) system requirements, if known; (iv) a proposed development plan and project 
management structure; and (v) a proposed resource or funding plan. The project 
management specialist may require the submission of additional information 
necessary to meet the criteria developed by the Division.  
 
B. The project management specialist assigned to review the project 
development proposal shall recommend its approval or rejection to the CIO. If the 
CIO determines that the proposal be approved, he shall recommend such 
approval to the Board.  
 
§ 2.2-2020. Procurement approval for major information technology 
projects.  
 
Upon approval of the Board of the project development proposal involving a 
major information technology project that requires the procurement of goods or 
services, the agency shall submit a copy of any Invitation for Bid (IFB) or 
Request for Proposal (RFP) to the Division. The project management specialist 
shall review the IFB or RFP and recommend its approval or rejection to the CIO. 
The CIO shall have the final authority to approve the IFB or RFP prior to its 
release and shall approve the proposed contract for the award of the project.  
 
§ 2.2-2021. Project oversight.  
 
A. Whenever an agency has received approval from the Board to proceed with 
the development and acquisition of a major information technology project, an 
internal agency oversight committee shall be established by the CIO. The internal 
agency oversight committee shall provide ongoing oversight for the project and 
have the authority to approve or reject any changes in the project's scope, 
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schedule, or budget. The CIO shall ensure that the project has in place adequate  
project management and oversight structures for addressing major issues that 
could affect the project's scope, schedule or budget and shall address issues that 
cannot be resolved by the internal agency oversight committee.  
 
B. Whenever a statewide or multiagency project has received approval from the 
Board, the primary project oversight shall be conducted by a committee 
composed of representatives from agencies impacted by the project, which shall 
be established by the CIO.  
 

Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund 
 
§ 2.2-2022. Definitions; purpose.  
 
A. As used in this article, unless the context requires a different meaning:  
 
"Costs" means the reasonable and customary charges for goods and services 
incurred or to be incurred in major information technology projects.  
 
"Technology infrastructure" means telecommunications, automated data 
processing, word processing and management information systems, and related 
information, equipment, goods and services.  
 
B. In order for the Commonwealth to take advantage of technological 
applications in providing services and solving problems of Virginia's citizens, 
there is a need to reinvest savings that accrue from increased usage of 
technology into new and emerging technologies that will provide for both greater 
efficiencies and better responsiveness. The purpose of this article is to create the 
Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund (the Fund). The Fund shall make 
moneys available to state agencies and institutions of higher education for major 
information technology projects.  
 
§ 2.2-2023. Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund created; contributions. 
  
A. The Virginia Technology Infrastructure Fund (the Fund) is created in the state 
treasury. The Fund is to be used to fund major information technology projects or 
to pay private partners as authorized in subsection B of § 2.2-2007.  
 
B. The Fund shall consist of: (i) the transfer of general and nongeneral fund 
appropriations from state agencies which represent savings that accrue from 
reductions in the cost of information technology and communication services, (ii) 
the transfer of general and nongeneral fund appropriations from state agencies 
which represent savings from the implementation o f information technology 
enterprise projects, (iii) funds identified pursuant to subsection B of § 2.2-2007, 
(iv) such general and nongeneral fund fees or surcharges as may be assessed to 
agencies for enterprise technology projects, (v) gifts, grants, or donations from 
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public or private sources, and (vi) such other funds as may be appropriated by 
the General Assembly. Savings shall be as identified by the CIO through a 
methodology approved by the Board and the Secretary of Finance. The Auditor 
of Public Accounts shall certify the amount of any savings identified by the CIO. 
For public institutions of higher education, however, savings shall consist only of 
that portion of total savings that represent general funds. The State Comptroller 
is authorized to transfer cash consistent with appropriation transfers. 
Appropriated funds from federal sources are exempted from transfer. Except for 
funds to pay private partners as authorized in subsection B of § 2.2-2007, 
moneys in the Fund shall only be expended as provided by the appropriation act.  
Interest earned on the Fund shall be credited to the Fund. The Fund shall be 
permanent and nonreverting. Any unexpended balance in the Fund at the end of 
the biennium shall not be transferred to the general fund of the state treasury.  
 
§ 2.2-2024. Annual plan; allowable uses of Fund.  
 
The CIO, with advice from the Council on Technology Services, shall prepare a 
plan that identifies the projects in which the Fund will participate. The plan shall 
be consistent with the statewide plan for information technology and shall 
consider the use of existing resources and long-term operation and maintenance 
costs. Projects having the greatest benefit to state government as a whole shall 
have the highest priority in the plan.  
 

Geographic Information Network Division 
(VGIN Advisory Board) 

 
§ 2.2-2025. Definitions.  
 
As used in this article , unless the context requires a different meaning:  
 
"Base map data" means the digitized common geographic data that are used by 
most geographic information systems applications to reference or link attribute or 
other geographic data.  
 
"Division" means the Geographic Information Network Division.  
 
"Geographic data" means data that contain either coordinates that reference a 
geographic location or area or attribute data that can be related to a geographic 
area or location.  
 
"Geographic information system (GIS)" means a computerized system that 
stores and links geographic data to allow a wide range of information processing 
and display operations, as well as map production, analysis, and modeling.  
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§ 2.2-2026. Geographic Information Network Division established.  
 
There is established within VITA a Geographic Information Network Division (the 
Division), which shall foster the creative utilization of geographic information and 
oversee the development of a catalog of GIS data available in the 
Commonwealth. The Division shall be headed by a coordinator who shall be 
under the supervision of and report to the CIO. The Division shall exercise the 
powers and duties conferred in this article.  
 
§ 2.2-2027. Powers and duties of the Division; Division coordinator.  
 
A. The powers and duties of the Division shall include:  
 
1. Requesting the services, expertise, supplies and facilities of VITA from the 
CIO on issues concerning the Division;  
 
2. Accepting grants from the United States government and agencies and 
instrumentalities thereof and any other source. To those ends, the Division shall 
have the power to comply with such conditions and execute such agreements as 
may be necessary or desirable;  
 
3. Fixing, altering, charging, and collecting rates, rentals, and other charges for 
the use or sale of products of, or services rendered by, the Division, at rates 
which reflect the fair market value;  
 
4. Soliciting, receiving, and considering proposals for funding projects or 
initiatives from any state or federal agency, local or regional government, public 
institution of higher education, nonprofit organization, or private person or 
corporation;  
 
5. Soliciting and accepting funds, goods and in-kind services that are part of any 
accepted project proposal;  
 
6. Establishing  ad hoc committees or project teams to investigate related 
technology or technical issues and providing results and recommendations for 
Division action; and  
 
7. Establishing such bureaus, sections or units as the Division deems appropriate 
to carry out its powers and duties.  
 
B. The Coordinator shall:  
 
1. Oversee the development of and recommend to VITA the promulgation of 
those policies and guidelines required to support state and local government 
exchange, acquisition, storage, use, sharing and distribution of geographic or 
base map data and related technologies;  
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2. Foster the development of a coordinated comprehensive system for providing 
ready access to electronic state government geographic data products for 
individuals, businesses, and other entities;  
 
3. Initiate and manage projects or conduct procurement activities relating to the 
development or acquisition of geographic data or statewide base map data or 
both;  
 
4. Plan for and coordinate the development or procurement of priority geographic 
base map data;  
 
5. Develop, maintain, and provide, in the most cost-effective manner, access to 
the catalog of Virginia geographic data and governmental geographic data users;  
 
6. Provide, upon request, advice and guidance on all agreements and contracts 
from all branches of state government for geographic data acquisition and design 
and the installation and maintenance of geographic information systems;  
 
7. Compile a data catalog consisting of descriptions of GIS coverages maintained 
by individual state and local government agencies;  
 
Nothing in this article shall be construed to require that GIS data be physically 
delivered to the Division. All state agencies that maintain GIS databases shall 
report to the Division the details of the data that they develop, acquire, and 
maintain. Each agency shall submit quarterly reports to the Division specifying all 
updates to existing data as well as all data development and acquisition currently 
in progress. Data exempt from the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-
3700 et seq.) need not be reported to the Division.  
 
8. Identify and collect information and technical requirements to assist the 
Division in setting priorities for the development of state digital geographic data 
and base maps that meet the needs of state agencies, institutions of higher 
education, and local governments;  
 
9. Provide services, geographic data products, and access to the repository at 
rates established by the  Division; and  
 
10. Ensure the compliance of those policies, standards, and guidelines 
developed by VITA required to support and govern the security of state and local 
government exchange, acquisition, storage, use, sharing, and distribution of 
geographic or base map data and related technologies.  
 
 
 
 



 19 

§ 2.2-2028. GIS Fund created.  
 
There is hereby created in the state treasury a special, nonreverting fund to be 
known as the GIS Fund, hereafter referred to as the Fund. The Fund shall be 
established on the books of the Comptroller. All moneys collected pursuant to 
subsection A of § 2.2-2027 shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to 
the Fund. Interest earned on moneys in the Fund shall remain in the Fund and be 
credited to it. Any moneys remaining in the Fund, including interest thereon, at 
the end of each fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund but shall remain in 
the Fund. Moneys in the Fund shall be used solely for the purposes set forth in 
this article. Expenditures and disbursements from the Fund shall be made by the 
State Treasurer on warrants issued by the Comptroller upon written request 
signed by the CIO.  
 
§ 2.2-2029. Additional powers and duties of the CIO.  
 
The CIO shall have the power and duty, on the recommendation of the 
Coordinator, to (i) receive and disburse funds; (ii) enter into contracts for the 
purpose of carrying out the provisions of this article; and (iii) rent office space and 
procure equipment, goods, and services that are necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this article.  
 
§ 2.2-2030. Nonstock corporation to assist in the development of GIS data.  
 
VITA is hereby authorized to establish a nonstock corporation under Chapter 10 
(§ 13.1-801 et seq.) of Title 13.1 as an instrumentality to assist VITA and the 
Division in the development and acquisition of geographic data and statewide 
base map data. On or before December 1 of each year, VITA shall report on the 
activities of the nonstock corporation to the Governor and the General Assembly.  
 

Division of Public Safety Communications 
(Wireless E-911 Services Board) 

 
§ 2.2-2031. Division of Public Safety Communications established; 
appointment of Virginia Public Safety Communications Coordinator; duties 
of Division.  
 
A. There is established within VITA, a Division of Public Safety Communications 
(the Division), which shall be headed by a Virginia Public Safety Communications 
Coordinator, appointed by the CIO with the advice and consent of the Wireless 
E-911 Services Board. The Division shall consist of such personnel as the CIO 
deems necessary. The salaries of the employees of the Division shall be paid 
from the Wireless E-911 Fund created pursuant to § 56-484.17.  
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B. The Division shall provide staff support to the Wireless E-911 Services Board 
and encourage, promote, and assist in the deve lopment and deployment of 
statewide enhanced emergency telecommunications systems.  
 

Virginia Information Providers Network 
(VIPNet) 

 
§ 2.2-2032. Virginia Information Providers Network established; purpose.  
 
There is established within VITA the Virginia Information Providers Network 
(VIPNet) to provide for the centralized marketing, provision, leasing, and 
executing of license agreements for electronic access to public information and 
government services through the Internet, wireless devices, personal digital 
assistants, kiosks, or other such related media on terms and conditions as may 
be determined to be in the best interest of the Commonwealth. VIPNet may fix 
and collect fees and charges (i) for public information, media, and other 
incidental services furnished by it to any private individual or entity, 
notwithstanding the charges set forth in § 2.2-3704 and (ii) for such use and 
services VIPNet provides to any state agency or local government.  
 

Enactment Clauses,  
2003 VITA Enabling Legislation 

 
2. That §§ 2.2-226, 2.2-226.1, 2.2-227, and 2.2-2403 of the Code of Virginia are 
repealed.  
 
3. That Chapter 13 (§§ 2.2-1300 through 2.2-1304), Chapter 17 (§§ 2.2-1700 
through 2.2-1710), and Article 5 (§§ 2.2-2247 through 2.2-2259) of Chapter 22 of 
Title 2.2 of the Code of Virginia are repealed.  
 
4. That it is the intent of the General Assembly that the provisions of this act 
provide for the consolidation of the procurement and operational functions of 
information technology, including but not limited to servers and networks, for 
state agencies in a single agency. The Governor may transfer appropriations or 
portions thereof within any state agency established or otherwise affected by the 
provisions of this act, or from such agency to another, to support changes in 
organization or responsibility resulting from or required by the provisions of this 
act. For the purposes of this clause, "state agency" means any administrative 
unit of state government in the executive branch, including any department, 
institution, commission, board, council, authority, or other body, however 
designated. The term "state agency" shall not include public institutions of higher 
education as set forth in § 23-9.5 of the Code of Virginia and the Virginia Housing 
Development Authority.  
 



 21 

5. That the Secretary of Technology shall continue to serve as the Chief 
Information Officer of the Commonwealth for six months after the effective date 
of this act or until such time as the Information Technology Investment Board has 
hired the Chief Information Officer as provided by the first enactment of this act.  
 
6. That on or before January 1, 2004, the Chief Information Officer shall 
consolidate within the Virginia Information Technologies Agency (i) state network 
management, and (ii) server and other operation functions, along with 
appropriate staff, for state agencies with a position level of 100 employees or 
less. For the purposes of this clause, "state agency" means any administrative 
unit of state government in the executive branch, including any department, 
institution, commission, board, council, authority, or other body, however 
designated. The term "state agency" shall not include public institutions of higher 
education as set forth in § 23-9.5 of the Code of Virginia and the Virginia Housing 
Development Authority.  
 
7. That on or before July 1, 2004, the Chief Information Officer shall consolidate 
within the Virginia Information Technologies Agency the server and other 
operational functions, along with appropriate staff, of state agencies with a 
position level of between 100 and 400 employees. For the purposes of this 
clause, "state agency" means any administrative unit of state government in the 
executive branch, including any department, institution, commission, board, 
council, authority, or other body, however designated. The term "state agency" 
shall not include public institutions of higher education as set forth in § 23-9.5 of 
the Code of Virginia and the Virginia Housing Development Authority.  
 
8. That on or before January 1, 2005, the Chief Information Officer shall (i) fully 
implement the systems development standards, policies, and methodologies 
required by this act and (ii) consolidate within the Virginia Information 
Technologies Agency the server and other operational functions, along with 
appropriate staff, of state agencies with a position level in excess of 400 
employees. For the purposes of this clause, "state agency" means any 
administrative unit of state government in the executive branch, including any 
department, institution, commission, board, council, authority, or other body, 
however designated. The term "state agency" shall not include public institutions 
of higher education as set forth in § 23-9.5 of the Code of Virginia and the 
Virginia Housing Development Authority.  
 
9. That the Information Technology Investment Board may, by a vote of a 
majority of its members, accelerate the implementation schedule set forth in the 
sixth, seventh, and eighth enactments of this act.  
 
10. That on or before December 1, 2003, the Secretary of Technology shall 
submit a report to the General Assembly on the progress of implementation of 
the provisions of this act. The report shall be delivered to the chairs of the House 
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and Senate General Laws Committees, the House Appropriations and Senate 
Finance Committees, and the House Science and Technology Committee.  
 
11. That the gubernatorial appointees to the Council on Technology Services 
holding office on July 1, 2003 shall continue to serve until such time as 
appointments are made by the Chief Information Officer in accordance with the 
provisions of this act.  
 
12. That as of the effective date of this act, the Virginia Information Technologies 
Agency shall be deemed the successor in interest to the Department of 
Information Technology, the Department of Technology Planning and the Virginia 
Information Providers Network Authority. Without limiting the foregoing, all right, 
title and interest in and to any real or tangible personal property vested in the 
Department of Information Technology, the Department of Technology Planning 
and the Virginia Information Providers Network Authority as of the effective date 
of this act shall be transferred to and taken as standing in the name of the 
Virginia Information Technologies Agency.  
 
13. That the Virginia Information Technologies Agency shall promulgate 
regulations to implement the provisions of this act to be effective within 280 days 
of its enactment.  
 
14. That all rules and regulations adopted by the Department of Information 
Technology and the Department of Technology Planning that are in effect as of 
the effective date of this act and that pertain to the subject of this act shall remain 
in full force and effect until altered, amended or rescinded by the Virginia 
Information Technologies Agency.  
 
15. That the provisions of this act shall not in any way amend or affect the 
Commonwealth's institutions of higher education as such institutions may be 
delegated the authority for the purchase of information technology facilities and 
services pursuant to any appropriation act adopted by the General Assembly.  
 
16. That the provisions of this act shall not in any way amend or affect the 
existing delegations of telecommunications procurement granted by the 
Department of Information Technology or the Virginia Information Technologies 
Agency, as its successor in interest, to public bodies or inhibit the ability of the 
Department of Information Technology or the Virginia Information Technologies 
Agency as its successor in interest, to grant future delegations of such authority.  
 
 * House Bill 1926, Chapter 981, 2003 Acts of Assembly 
 * Senate Bill 1247, Chapter 1021, 2003 Acts of Assembly 
 * House Bill 478, Chapter 145, 2004 Acts of Assembly 
           * House Bill 508, Chapter 278, 2004 Acts of Assembly 
           * House Bill 1330, Chapter 638, 2004 Acts of Assembly 
           * House Bill 1360, Chapter 237, 2004 Acts of Assembly 


